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ABSTRACT: The structural kinetics of surface events on a
Pt3Co/C cathode catalyst in a polymer electrolyte fuel cell
(PEFC) was investigated by operando time-resolved X-ray
absorption fine structure (XAFS) with a time resolution of 500
ms. The rate constants of electrochemical reactions, the
changes in charge density on Pt, and the changes in the local
coordination structures of the Pt3Co alloy catalyst in the PEFC
were successfully evaluated during fuel-cell voltage-operating
processes. Significant time lags were observed between the electrochemical reactions and the structural changes in the Pt3Co
alloy catalyst. The rate constants of all the surface events on the Pt3Co/C catalyst were significantly higher than those on the Pt/
C catalyst, suggesting the advantageous behaviors (cell performance and catalyst durability) on the Pt3Co alloy cathode catalyst.
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■ INTRODUCTION
Polymer electrolyte fuel cells (PEFCs) are among the most
efficient clean energy technologies, but practical application in
automobiles remains challenging because of the high cost and
insufficient durability of cathode catalysts under fuel-cell
operating conditions.1,2 A membrane electrode assembly
(MEA) is utilized in a PEFC, which has a stacked structure
consisting of an anode catalyst layer, a proton-conducting
membrane electrolyte, and a cathode catalyst layer. Hydrogen is
converted into protons and electrons on a metal catalyst at the
anode catalyst surface, and the generated protons move to the
cathode catalyst surface through the proton-conducting
membrane, which contains highly acidic functional groups. At
the cathode surface, protons and molecular oxygen react to
produce water (oxygen reduction reaction; ORR) on a Pt-based
catalyst. Unfavorable dissolution and deactivation of the Pt
cathode catalyst under fuel-cell working conditions, however, is
one of the most serious problems in PEFCs.1−3

Pt is considered to be the most durable metal catalyst, but
the dissolution and subsequent sintering of expensive Pt

catalysts nevertheless are a major hindrance to practical use. To
improve fuel-cell performance and cathode catalyst durability,
alloying of Pt with 3d transition metal elements such as Co, Ni,
and Fe is a promising approach.4−17 Pt-alloy surfaces can
weaken binding of oxygenated species at cathodes18 and
intrinsic ORR activity is often enhanced by the addition of a
second metal, resulting in better PEFC performance per Pt
surface atom.4−7,12−14,19−27

Pt alloys have not only enhanced ORR activity but also
significantly improved durability at the cathode.4,15−17 Pt−Co
alloy is a representative of the Pt-alloy cathode catalysts and has
been reported to be more active and durable than Pt/C
catalysts.15 The origin of the superior fuel-cell performance of
the Pt-alloy catalysts has been investigated by theoretical
calculations,27−33 scanning or transmission electron-microscopy
(SEM or TEM),4,14,34−36 electrochemical X-ray photoelectron
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spectroscopy (EC-XPS),37,38 and electrochemical impedance
spectroscopy (EIS).39 Several model structures have been
proposed such as Pt-skin,20 sandwich-segregation,40 skeleton
structures13,20,34 for real Pt−Co particles in PEFCs. Acid
treatment of Pt-3d metal alloy nanoparticles generally led to
dissolution of the 3d metal to a skeleton structure that had a
corrugated Pt-rich surface.13,20,34 Thermal annealing20 or
potential-cycling37 of the surface of skeleton structured
nanoparticle reconstructs the surface to the so-called Pt-
skin20,37 or sandwich-segregation surface.40 Although electro-
chemical surface events have been extensively investigated for
both model systems such as single-crystal electrodes and
practical PEFCs, the structural kinetics of the transformations
of catalyst themselves and the ORR reaction mechanism on
practical Pt−Co catalysts have not been established under the
operating conditions of actual PEFC systems. Exploring these
fundamental issues is expected to provide new insight into the
development of advanced PEFC cathode catalysts.
X-ray absorption fine structure (XAFS) analysis has become

a powerful tool for investigating the oxidation states and local
coordination structures of supported metal catalysts under in
situ reaction conditions.6,11,41−49 A practical PEFC contains an
abundance of water and fuel molecules, which prevents in situ
measurements by methods such as Fourier transform infrared
spectroscopy, transmission electron microscopy (TEM), and
XPS. Time-resolved XAFS is a sophisticated technique that
enables the study of the kinetics of dynamic reaction events
involving metal catalysts.46−61 We reported in situ time-
resolved XAFS of a PEFC Pt/C cathode catalyst under
operating conditions:46 Quick-scan XAFS (QXAFS), which
employs a new time-gating method with time resolution of 1 s,
revealed the structural kinetics of a Pt/C cathode catalyst: eight
rate constants of electron transfer, Pt charge density changes,
and structural changes in the Pt nanoparticle catalyst were
found to have significant time lags.46

In the present paper, we report the first study on the
structural kinetics and surface reaction mechanism of a Pt3Co/
C cathode catalyst in an MEA during fuel-cell voltage-cycling
processes. In situ time-resolved QXAFS spectra at the Pt LIII-
edge and Co K-edge were measured at 500 ms intervals, and
the analysis of the series of the operando QXAFS spectra for
the PEFC bimetal cathode catalyst revealed the rate constants
of electron transfer, changes in the charge density of Pt3Co
nanoparticles, and changes in the local coordination structures
with Pt−Pt, Pt−Co, Co−Co, and Pt−O bonds. The operando
analysis of the Pt3Co/C and Pt/C catalysts elucidated the
structural kinetics highly relevant to the advantageous perform-
ance of the Pt3Co/C catalyst in a PEFC system.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
1. Fuel Cell. Pt/C (Tanaka Kikinzoku Kogyo Co. Ltd.

(TKK), TEC10E50E; Pt 50 wt %) and Pt3Co/C (TKK,
TEC36E56E; 49 wt % metal (Pt and Co); 78 atom % Pt, 22
atom % Co) were used as cathode catalysts, and Pd/C (TKK,
TECPdE50; Pd 50 wt %) was used as the anode catalyst
(denoted as as-received powder). These catalysts were coated
onto MEAs containing Nafion NR-212 (Sigma-Aldrich)
membranes by Eiwa Co., Ltd. (denoted as as-prepared
MEA). (Japan). The size of an MEA was 25 cm2, and the
catalyst loading at the cathode (Co or Pt) and anode (Pt) was 6
mg/cm2.
A fabricated MEA was sandwiched in a laboratory-made

single cell based on the Japan Automobile Research Institute

(JARI) standard cell (Figure 1A and Supporting Information,
Figure SI 1).62 The in situ XAFS cell is composed of end plates

made of stainless steel (SUS316) and is equipped with a
cartridge heater, epoxy resin insulators, Au-coated Cu current
correctors, and carbon separators with grooved serpentine flow
channels for gases. A similar stacking structure was used for
both the anode and cathode, and the MEA was set between the
anode and the cathode stacks (Figure 1A).
The flows of H2 (G1 grade) to the anode and N2 (G1 grade;

XAFS measurements) or dry air (G1 grade; aging) to the
cathode were regulated by mass-flow controllers and were
bubbled through humidifiers at 351 K using a commercial gas
supply kit (Eiwa Co., Ltd.). The humidified gases were supplied
to the in situ XAFS cell heated at 353 K. Gas pressures and flow
rates were 101.3 kPa and 300 mL min−1 at the anode (H2), and
101.3 kPa and 900 mL min−1 at the cathode (N2), respectively.
A cell voltage between the anode and the cathode was
controlled by a potentiostat/galvanostat (hereinafter, PG stat;
Autolab; PGSTAT302N) with a current amplifier (Autolab;
BOOSTER20A).
All MEAs were subjected to aging before in situ XAFS

measurements. Dry air was fed to the cathode, and 14 constant
current steps (0→ 0.06→ 0.09→ 0.33→ 0.45→ 0.63→ 0.78
→ 0.96 → 1.41 → 1.95 → 3.90 → 5.82 → 9.72 → 11.67 A; 6 s
per step) were repeated 150 times for aging. MEAs after the
aging processes were not removed from cells after XAFS
measurements. Cyclic voltammograms (CVs) were recorded
with H2 flow (anode) and N2 flow (cathode) before and after
XAFS measurements. The potential was swept between 0.05
and 0.9 V at 5 mV s−1. The electrochemically accessible surface
areas (ECSAs) of Pt3Co/C and Pt/C cathode catalysts were
calculated from the charge density of hydrogen adsorption on a
Pt surface (210 μC/cm−Pt

2).
2. Characterization. The X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns

of as-received Pt/C and Pt3Co/C powders and of as-prepared
and used MEAs were recorded on a Rigaku Multiflex-STe

Figure 1. (A) Schematic of laboratory-made fuel cell for in situ XAFS
measurements. (B) Setup of in situ time-resolved XAFS.
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diffractometer. The X-ray source, accelerating voltage, and tube
current were Cu Kα (λ = 0.15418 nm), 40 kV, and 40 mA,
respectively. The XRD patterns were collected over a wide
range (2θ = 15−95°) in continuous-scan mode, and over
narrow range (2θ = 62−75°) in step-scan mode. The TEM
images of Pt/C and Pt3Co/C catalysts in as-prepared and used
MEAs were acquired on a JEOL JEM-3200 apparatus
(accelerating voltage: 300 kV). Scanning transmission electron
microscopy/energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (STEM-
EDS) analysis was performed on a JEOL JEM-ARM200F
integrated with a JED-2300T system (accelerating voltage: 200
kV), and Pt Mα and Co Kα X-ray fluorescence was used to
estimate the atomic percentage of Co in a Pt3Co alloy particle.
3. In Situ QXAFS. In situ conventional QXAFS measure-

ments were carried out at the BL01B1 beamline at SPring-8
(8.0 GeV, 100 mA). X-rays that emerged from a bending
magnet were monochromatized by a Si(111) double-crystal
monochromator. XAFS spectra were recorded in transmission
mode. Incident (I0) and transmitted (I1) X-rays were detected
by ion chambers filled with N2 and N2/Ar (75/25),
respectively, for both Pt LIII-edge and Co K-edge XAFS
measurements.
The voltage of a cell with an MEA after the aging treatment

was controlled by the PG stat: 0.4 → 0.8 → 1.0→ 0.8 → 0.4 V.
After 1 min at each voltage, Pt LIII-edge and Co K-edge QXAFS
spectra were recorded (60 s/spectrum ×3 scans at the Pt LIII-
edge and 60 s/spectrum ×4 scans at the Co K-edge) at each
voltage. Each voltage step was held for 20 min (Supporting
Information, Figure SI 2A).
4. In Situ Time-Resolved QXAFS. In situ time-resolved Pt

LIII-edge QXAFS measurements were performed at the
BL40XU beamline at SPring-8.63 X-rays that emerged from a
helical undulator were monochromatized by small Si(111)
channel-cut monochromators equipped on a high-speed
galvano scanner.64 A series of QXAFS spectra was measured
in transmission mode, and an in situ XAFS cell with an MEA
after the aging treatment was set between I0 and I1/I2 ion
chambers. Pt foil was set between I1/I2 and I3 ion chambers for
the calibration of X-ray energies (Figure 1B). The ion chambers
were filled with N2 (I0) or N2/Ar (75/25) (I1, I2, and I3).
A transistor-transistor logic signal (0 V → 5 V) was sent at t

= 0 s from the PG stat connected to the XAFS cell to a PC that
controlled the QXAFS measurements; the cell voltage was
immediately switched from open-circuit voltage to 0.4 V by the
PG stat. QXAFS measurements started at t = 84−87 s, and the
cell voltage was increased from 0.4 to 1.0 V at t = 90 s. A series
of QXAFS spectra was recorded every 500 ms (120 spectra
over 60 s). At t = 174−177 s, the second continuous
measurement of QXAFS spectra was carried out every 500
ms, and the cell voltage was decreased from 1.0 to 0.4 V at t =
180 s. At t = 270 s, the voltage was returned to open-circuit
voltage (Supporting Information, Figure SI 2B).
5. Analysis of Pt LIII-Edge and Co K-Edge XAFS. The

collected X-ray absorption near-edge structure (XANES) and
Extended X-ray absorption fine structure (EXAFS) spectra
were analyzed either in Ifeffit (Athena and Artemis),65 or a
custom program in Igor Pro 6.2. Background subtraction was
performed using Autobk.66 The white-line peak of a normalized
Pt LIII-edge XANES spectrum was analyzed by curve fitting
with an arctangent function and the following Lorentz function:
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Pt foil, Pt(acac)2, and PtO2 were used as standard materials
to analyze the relationship between the white-line peak height
of Pt LIII-edge XANES and Pt valence, and a linear relationship
was observed for the compounds.
Extracted k3-weighted Pt LIII-edge or Co K-edge EXAFS

oscillations were Fourier transformed into R-space, in which
curve-fitting analysis was carried out. The fitting parameters for
each shell were coordination number (CN), interatomic
distance (R), Debye−Waller factor (σ2), and correction-of-
edge energy (ΔE0). Phase shifts and backscattering amplitude
for each shell were calculated with FEFF8.4 code57 using
structural parameters obtained from the crystal structures of Pt,
PtO2, Pt3Co, PtCo, Co, and CoO.67−71 The amplitude
reduction factors (S0

2) of the Pt LIII-edge EXAFS of Pt foil
and Co K-edge EXAFS of Co foil were estimated to be 0.94 and
0.72, respectively. R and ΔE0 of a Pt−O shell, and σ2 of all
shells in Pt LIII-edge were fixed at their fitted values from
Pt3Co/C or Pt/C at 1.0 V (Supporting Information, Table SI
1). R of Co−Co and Co−Pt shells in Co K-edge were fixed at
their fitted values from as-received Pt3Co/C powder, and σ2 of
Co−Co and Co−Pt shells were fixed at their fitted values from
Pt3Co/C MEA at 0.4 V.
Error ranges of the curve-fitting analysis of the time-resolved

QXANES spectra were estimated as 95% confidence intervals.
Error ranges of the curve-fitting analysis of time-resolved
EXAFS Fourier transforms were based on the definition in the
Feffit code (Artemis). Seven parameters ((1) charge variation
in a fuel cell recorded on the PG stat, (2) white-line height of
Pt LIII-edge XANES, (3) CN of Pt−Pt, (4) CN of Pt−Co, (5)
CN of Pt−O, (6) R of Pt−Pt, and (7) R of Pt−Co) were
plotted against time t. The rate constants of these parameters
were estimated by curve fitting using linear combinations of
exponential curves. For the curve fitting, the initial and final
values of each plot were calculated: the initial value of each
parameter was the average of each parameter for the 5 s period
before each voltage was applied; and its final value was the
average of each parameter for the 5 s period before stopping
each QXAFS measurement (Supporting Information, Figure SI
2B). Fitting with exponential curves was performed, taking into
account error weighting at each point given by the inverse of
error.

■ RESULTS

1. Cell Performance and Structure of Pt3Co/C in MEA.
A commercially available Pt3Co/C alloy cathode catalyst
(atomic ratio of Pt/Co = 3/1) was used to prepare an MEA,
whose anode was composed of a Pd/C catalyst to avoid
interference at the Pt LIII-edge. Cell performance using Pd/C as
an anode catalyst was reported to be approximately 30% lower
than that using Pt/C.72 Although XAFS spectra for low Pt
content catalysts were reported before,73 we adopted higher
cathode catalyst loading to improve S/N of time-resolved
XAFS spectra in transmission mode for further analysis of
structural kinetics.
Figures 2A and 2B show the CVs and power curves of the

MEAs of the Pt3Co/C and Pt/C cathode catalysts, and their
ECSAs were estimated to be 5 × 10 m2 g−Pt

−1 and 3 × 10 m2

g−Pt
−1, respectively. Pt oxidation in the positive-going scan and
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reduction in the negative-going scan between 0.6 and 0.9 V for
the Pt3Co/C MEA showed that the Pt3Co catalyst was easier to
reduce and more difficult to oxidize than the Pt/C catalyst.
Similar behavior has been reported for Pt3Co catalysts,
suggesting that they have superior activity and durability in
comparison with Pt particles.4−6,24−26 The power density per
unit ECSA of the Pt3Co MEA was much larger than that of the
Pt MEA (Figure 2B), also suggesting the good efficiency of the
Pt3Co alloy as a cathode catalyst.
The XRD patterns of Pt3Co alloys are strongly dependent on

the atomic ratio of Pt/Co.14,69 As the atomic ratio of Co in a Pt
face-centered cubic (fcc) structure becomes higher, the average
bond distance (M−M; M = Pt or Co) in the alloy structure
linearly decreases from 0.2772 nm (Pt, fcc)67 to 0.2506 nm
(Co, hexagonal close-packed (hcp)).70 The theoretical XRD
peak of the fcc (220) plane of Pt (67.6°) shifts to 69.1°
(Pt3Co), 70.5° (PtCo), and 75.9° (Co) (Supporting
Information, Figure SI 3).67,69,70

The XRD peaks of the fcc (220) plane were observed at
67.3° and 69.4° for the as-received Pt/C and Pt3Co/C
powders, respectively, before MEA fabrication (Supporting
Information, Figure SI 3). Accordingly, the average bond
distances of M−M (M: Pt or Co) for the as-received Pt/C and
Pt3Co/C powders were estimated to be 0.278 and 0.270 nm,
respectively. The observed average M−M distance of the

Pt3Co/C catalyst in an as-prepared MEA was 0.271 nm, which
is similar to that of the as-received powder (0.270 nm) and that
of Pt3Co (0.272 nm).69 The XRD analysis thus suggests that
the original Pt3Co alloy in the as-received sample was almost
completely maintained in the as-prepared MEA. After XAFS
measurements, the peak shift of the (220) plane was negligible
(69.3°→ 69.2°) as shown in Supporting Information, Figure SI
3 and Table SI 2, indicating that the alloy structure in the MEA
also remained unchanged after the XAFS measurements.
The catalysts in the as-prepared MEA and used MEA after

the XAFS measurements were examined by TEM (Supporting
Information, Figure SI 4). The average size of Pt3Co particles in
the as-prepared MEA was estimated to be 5.3 ± 1.9 nm, and
that in the used MEA was estimated to be 5.3 ± 2.0 nm. There
was no significant change in the particle size distribution of the
Pt3Co catalyst in the MEA after the XAFS measurements. The
(111) and (200) planes were primarily observed in both
Pt3Co/C MEAs, and the M−M bond distances estimated from
the lattice images obtained by high-resolution TEM agreed with
the average M−M distances estimated from the XRD patterns
(Supporting Information, Table SI 2).

2. In Situ Pt LIII-Edge XAFS of Pt/C and Pt3Co/C
Catalysts. Figures 3A, 3B, and 3C show in situ Pt LIII-edge
XANES, k3-weighted EXAFS oscillations, and their Fourier
transforms for the Pt3Co/C and Pt/C MEAs at cell voltages of
0.4 and 1.0 V, measured by conventional QXAFS for 60 s at
SPring-8 BL01B1. The oxidation of Pt was observed at 1.0 V in
both the Pt3Co/C and the Pt/C catalysts, but the increase in
the Pt LIII-edge XANES white-line intensity of the Pt3Co/C
catalyst was smaller than that of the Pt/C catalyst (Figure 3A).
The white-line heights, reflecting the 5d-electron density and
valence state of Pt species, were estimated to be 0.42 at 0.4 V
and 0.55 at 1.0 V (Pt/C), and 0.39 at 0.4 V and 0.45 at 1.0 V
(Pt3Co/C). The white-line height of Pt foil was estimated to be
0.44, which was similar to that of Pt/C catalyst at 0.4 V, but
larger than that of the Pt3Co/C catalyst at 0.4 V, indicating
electron transfer from Co to Pt.
The structural parameters indicating the local coordination of

the Pt3Co/C and Pt/C catalysts were also examined by curve-
fitting analysis of the Pt LIII-edge EXAFS Fourier transforms
(Figure 3C and Supporting Information, Table SI 1). There
were contributions of Pt−O at 0.201 nm and Pt−Pt at 0.275 ±

Figure 2. (A) Cyclic voltammograms of the Pt3Co/C and Pt/C
cathode catalysts in PEFCs recorded before in situ QXAFS
measurements at SPring-8 BL01B1: solid line, Pt3Co/C; and dotted
line, Pt/C. (B) Power curves of the Pt3Co/C and Pt/C cathode
catalysts in the PEFCs: ■, Pt3Co/C; and ●, Pt/C.

Figure 3. In situ Pt-LIII edge XAFS spectra at 0.4 and 1.0 V for the Pt/C and Pt3Co/C MEAs (60 s × 3 scan). (A) Pt LIII-edge XANES spectra: blue
dashed line, Pt/C at 0.4 V; red dashed line, Pt/C at 1.0 V; blue solid line, Pt3Co/C at 0.4 V; and red solid line, Pt3Co/C at 1.0 V. (B) k3-Weighted Pt
LIII-edge EXAFS oscillations and (C) their Fourier transforms (Pt/C: k = 30−140 nm−1, Pt3Co/C: k = 30−130 nm−1): solid line, experimental data;
and dashed line, fitted data. (a) Pt/C at 0.4 V, (b) Pt/C at 1.0 V, (c) Pt3Co/C at 0.4 V, and (d) Pt3Co/C at 1.0 V.
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0.001 nm for the Pt/C catalyst, where the EXAFS Fourier
transforms for the Pt3Co/C catalyst were successfully fitted
with three shells (Pt−O, Pt−Co, and Pt−Pt). At 0.4 V, the
CNs of Pt−Co and Pt−Pt were 1.8 ± 0.2 at 0.266 ± 0.001 nm
and 6.3 ± 0.3 at 0.272 ± 0.001 nm, respectively, and no positive
contribution of Pt−O was observed. At 1.0 V, the CNs of Pt−
O, Pt−Co, and Pt−Pt were 0.6 ± 0.1 at 0.205 nm, 1.8 ± 0.1 at
0.266 ± 0.001 nm, and 5.5 ± 0.1 at 0.273 ± 0.001 nm,
respectively, indicating that the surface of Pt−Co alloy was
oxidized at 1.0 V.
3. In Situ Time-Resolved QXAFS at Pt LIII-Edge of the

Pt3Co/C MEA. A series of in situ time-resolved QXAFS spectra

was successfully recorded every 500 ms during voltage-cycling
processes (0.4 V → 1.0 V → 0.4 V) (Figure 4 and Supporting
Information, Figure SI 5). We found similar changes in the
white-line heights of the Pt LIII-edge QXANES spectra as
shown in Supporting Information, Figure SI 6A. The white-line
heights of these QXANES spectra were estimated by curve
fitting and plotted against time t (Figure 5 (1)).
Fine EXAFS oscillations at the Pt LIII-edge were recorded in

the k range of 30−130 nm−1 by QEXAFS measurements with
acquisition time of 500 ms (Supporting Information, Figure SI
6B). Their Fourier transforms were fitted with three shells (Pt−
O, Pt−Co, and Pt−Pt) as shown in Supporting Information,

Figure 4. Series of in situ time-resolved Pt LIII-edge XAFS spectra for Pt3Co/C MEA. XAFS spectra were recorded at 500 ms intervals at SPring-8
BL40XU. (A) Series of in situ time-resolved Pt LIII-edge XANES spectra for the voltage-cycling process of 0.4 V → 1.0 V. (B) Series of in situ time-
resolved k3-weighted Pt LIII-edge EXAFS Fourier transforms at k = 30−130 nm−1 for the voltage-cycling process of 1.0 V → 0.4 V.

Figure 5. Time profiles of (1) electric charge and Pt valence on an equivalent scale, (2) CNs of Pt−Pt and Pt−Co bonds, (3) CN of Pt−O bonds,
and (4) R of Pt−Pt and Pt−Co bonds for the voltage-cycling processes on Pt3Co/C. (A) 0.4 V→ 1.0 V and (B) 1.0 V→ 0.4 V. k = 30−130 nm−1; R
= 0.10− 0.31 nm. × : electrical charge in the cell, Δ: Pt valence, ●:Pt−Pt, +:Pt−Co, and ○:Pt−O. Dashed lines in (A1) and (B1) correspond to be
the valence state of Pt foil. The intervals on the right and left axes in (1) were scaled to be identical (in coulombs).
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Figure SI 6C and Table SI 3. R and ΔE0 of Pt−O and σ2 of all
shells were fixed at corresponding values determined by curve
fitting to the conventional EXAFS spectra obtained with an
acquisition time of 60 s (Supporting Information, Table SI 2).
We detected changes in the CNs of Pt−Pt and Pt−O by time-
resolved XAFS during fuel-cell operation at different voltages
(Supporting Information, Table SI 3).
The operando time-resolved QXAFS measurements of the

Pt3Co/C cathode catalyst revealed eight kinetics parameters
(Figure 5): (1) charge in the fuel cell recorded on the PG stat,
showing electron transfer in the fuel cell; (2) charge density of
Pt estimated from the white-line height of the Pt LIII-edge
XANES; (3) CN of Pt−Pt; (4) CN of Pt−Co; (5) CN of Pt−
O; (6) R of Pt−Pt; (7) R of Pt−Co; and (8) R of Pt−O. These
parameters were estimated for both voltage operations (0.4 V
→ 1.0 and 1.0 V → 0.4 V). Charge (1), Pt valence (2), CN of
Pt−Pt (3), and CN of Pt−O (5) showed significant differences
during the voltage-cycling processes, while CN of Pt−Co (4), R
of Pt−Pt (6), and R of Pt−Co (7) were almost constant as
shown in Figure 5.
The changes in these four parameters (1, 2, 3, and 5) were

fitted with exponential curves to determine their rate constants
(Table 1 and Supporting Information, Table SI 4). The rate

constants in the 0.4 V→ 1.0 V process are indicated with k, and
those in the 1.0 V → 0.4 V process are indicated with k′. The
changes in charge (1) in the fuel cell were fitted with two
exponential curves. The rate constants of fast electron transfer
(ke1 and k′e1) were 2.86 ± 0.04 s−1 and 3.68 ± 0.03 s−1,
respectively; the rate constants of slow electron transfer (ke2
and k′e2) were 0.258 ± 0.003 s−1 and 0.484 ± 0.002 s−1,
respectively. The details of these two electron transfer types are
not clear at the moment, but they may be related to electric

double layer current and the changes in the charge density of
the Pt3Co alloys, and the charge profile could not be fitted with
one exponential curve.
The changes in charge density of Pt (2), which is determined

from the white-line height of Pt LIII-edge XANES, were fitted
with an exponential curve. Their rate constants (kPt and k′Pt)
were estimated to be 0.12 ± 0.02 s−1 and 0.24 ± 0.05 s−1. There
is a linear relationship between the charge density of Pt valence
electrons and the white-line height of the Pt LIII-edge, and thus
the intensity was converted to the change of Pt valence
electrons (in coulombs). The changes in charge amplitude of
the cathode (in coulombs) and of Pt valence electrons (in
coulombs) were different from each other as shown in Figure
5A1, and the latter was much smaller than the former.46

The variations in the CNs of Pt−Pt (3) and Pt−O (5) were
fitted with an exponential curve, whose rate constants (kPt−Pt,
k′Pt−Pt, kPt−O, and k′Pt−O) were estimated to be 0.13 ± 0.03 s−1,
0.3 ± 0.1 s−1, 0.10 ± 0.03 s−1, and 0.4 ± 0.2 s−1, respectively
(Table 1 and Supporting Information, Table SI 4). The ΔCN
values for Pt−Pt and Pt−O were 0.63 and 0.39, respectively
(Figure 5 (2) and (3) and Supporting Information, Table SI 4).
The ΔCN value for Pt−O indicated that the surface of Pt3Co
alloy was covered by oxygenated species at 1.0 V. The CN of
Pt−Pt returned to its original value at 0.4 V following the 1.0 V
→ 0.4 V process, indicating that the dissolution of Pt was
negligible for operation at voltages of 0.4−1.0 V.
Note that there were no significant changes in CN of Pt−Co

(4) (Figure 5 (2)). The constant CN of Pt−Co suggests that
the oxidation of Co species on the Pt3Co/C catalyst was
negligible in the investigated voltage range. These results
agreed with structural information from the Co K-edge XAFS
described later. These rate constants were ordered as follows:
ke1 (2.86 s−1) ≫ ke2 (0.258 s−1) > kPt−Pt (0.13 s−1) ≈ kPt (0.12
s−1) ≈ kPt−O (0.10 s−1) (0.4 V → 1.0 V), and k′e1 (3.68 s−1) ≫
k′e2 (0.484 s

−1) ≈ k′Pt−O (0.4 s−1) ≈ k′Pt−Pt (0.3 s
−1) ≈ k′Pt (0.24

s−1) (1.0 V → 0.4 V) (Table 1). The changes in R of Pt−Pt (6)
and Pt−Co (7) were barely observed (Figure 5 (4)).

4. In Situ Co K-Edge XAFS of Pt3Co/C Catalyst. In situ
Co K-edge EXAFS spectra of the Pt3Co/C catalyst were also
measured by conventional QXAFS at SPring-8 BL01B1. Figure
6 shows Co K-edge XANES spectra, k3-weighted EXAFS

Table 1. Rate Constants of Kinetics Parameters for the
Pt3Co/C and Pt/C MEAs in Voltage-Cycling Processes
Estimated by Operando Time-Resolved XAFS at Pt LIII-Edge

rate constant (k, k′) /s−1

process parameter Pt3Co/C Pt/C

0.4 V → 1.0 V (k) (2) XANES
white-line
height

0.12 ± 0.02 0.073 ± 0.001

(3) CN (Pt−
Pt)

0.13 ± 0.03 0.088 ± 0.008

(4) CN (Pt−
Co)

no change

(5) CN (Pt−
O)

0.10 ± 0.03 0.076 ± 0.009

(1) charge in
the fuel
cella

2.86 ± 0.04
0.258 ± 0.003

1.84 ± 0.02
0.167 ± 0.001

1.0 V → 0.4 V (k′) (2) XANES
white-line
height

0.24 ± 0.05 0.14 ± 0.03

(3) CN (Pt−
Pt)

0.3 ± 0.1 0.078 ± 0.009

(4) CN (Pt−
Co)

no change

(5) CN (Pt−
O)

0.4 ± 0.2 0.11 ± 0.02

(1) charge in
the fuel
cella

3.68 ± 0.03
0.484 ± 0.002

2.16 ± 0.01
0.259 ± 0.001

aThe rate constants of the charge in the fuel cell were estimated by
curve fitting of changes in currents in the fuel cell recorded on the PG
stat.

Figure 6. In situ Co K-edge XAFS at 0.4 and 1.0 V for the Pt3Co/C
catalyst (60 s × 4 scan). (A) Co K-edge XANES spectra: black solid
line, Co foil; black dashed line, CoO; blue solid line, Pt3Co/C at 0.4 V;
and red dashed line, Pt3Co/C at 1.0 V. (B) Co K-edge k3-weighted
EXAFS oscillations and (C) their Fourier transforms at k = 30−120
nm−1: solid line, experimental data; dashed line, fitted data; (a) Pt3Co/
C at 0.4 V and (b) Pt3Co/C at 1.0 V.
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oscillations, and their Fourier transforms for the Pt3Co/C
catalyst at 0.4 and 1.0 V. In contrast to the Pt LIII-edge XANES,
the change in the white-line intensity at the Co K-edge was
negligible at the investigated cell voltages (Figure 6A).
The Co K-edge EXAFS Fourier transforms were fitted with

three shells (Co−O, Co−Co, and Co−Pt) as shown in Table 2.
The Co−Pt and Co−Co distances (R) were estimated by
curve-fitting analysis of Co K-edge EXAFS Fourier transform of
the as-received Pt3Co/C powder before MEA fabrication, and
were 0.268 ± 0.001 nm and 0.262 ± 0.003 nm, respectively.
This Co−Pt bond distance (0.268 nm) was consistent with the
Pt−Co bond distance (0.266 nm) determined from the Pt LIII-
edge EXAFS Fourier transforms. The Co−Co distance (0.262
nm) was longer than that of pure Co (0.251 nm), suggesting
that the Co−Co bond was ascribed to that in Pt−Co alloys not
to discrete Co particles.
Because of the limited number of Co atoms in the MEA, the

Co−Co and Co−Pt bond distances were fixed for the EXAFS
curve-fitting analysis of the MEA. The CNs for Co−O, Co−Co,
and Co−Pt in an MEA at 0.4 V were estimated to be 1.8 ± 0.9,
4.6 ± 1.5, and 5.4 ± 0.6 (Table 2). In contrast to the structural
parameters around Pt determined from the Pt LIII-edge EXAFS,
the CNs and R of the Co−O, Co−Co, and Co−Pt bonds were
almost similar at 0.4 and 1.0 V. These results indicate that
discrete oxidized Co species with the Co−O bonds were
present in the MEA, and they did not respond to the voltage-
cycling operation,43 resulting in the negligible changes in the
Co K-edge XANES and EXAFS. In situ time-resolved XANES
at Co K-edge provided similar results.
5. STEM Analysis of Pt3Co/C Catalyst. Figure 7 shows the

STEM image and line profile of a Pt3Co particle taken out from
an MEA after the in situ XAFS measurements. The line profile
of a Pt3Co particle of 4.37 nm in diameter showed that the
distribution of Co atoms in the nanoparticle was not uniform.
Co was scarce at the surface, but became more abundant at the
particle core (Figure 7B). The Co percentages were about 15−
20% at the core and less than 10% at the surface.
The commercial as-received Pt3Co/C powders from TKK

were subjected to acid leaching to remove Co from the surface
of Pt1Co1 nanoparticles; this procedure gives a skeleton Pt3Co
alloy structure.4,14,34,35,74 When an MEA made with the
skeleton-type Pt3Co particles was subjected to the aging
process, it was reported that Pt atoms on the surface were
reconstructed to form a Pt-skin structure with PtCo alloy core

and Pt-rich skin, which is Pt-rich reconstructed surface.4,37

STEM analysis revealed a similar tendency for the used Pt3Co/
C catalyst.4,14,36 These results agreed with the results of the in
situ Pt LIII-edge and Co K-edge XAFS analyses.

6. In Situ Time-Resolved QXAFS at Pt LIII-Edge of Pt/C
Catalyst. In situ time-resolved QXAFS of the Pt/C catalyst
was measured similarly to the Pt3Co/C catalyst during the
voltage-cycling processes (0.4 V→ 1.0 V→ 0.4 V) (Supporting
Information, Figure SI 7). Time-resolved QXAFS spectra at the
Pt LIII-edge were acquired every 500 ms, and the EXAFS
Fourier transforms were fitted with two shells (Pt−O and Pt−
Pt) (Supporting Information, Figure SI 8 and Table SI 5). The
charges in the fuel cell, the white-line intensity of the Pt LIII-
edge XANES, the CNs of Pt−O and Pt−Pt bonds, and the
bond distance of Pt−Pt were plotted against time t as shown in
Supporting Information, Figure SI 9.
R of Pt−Pt was found to be constant during the voltage-

cycling process (Supporting Information, Figure SI 9 (4)), but
other four parameters were fitted with exponential curves to
estimate the rate constants for the changes of these parameters
(Supporting Information, Table SI 6). Charges in the fuel cell
were fitted with the linear combination of two exponential
curves. In the fuel cell, the rate constants for fast electron

Table 2. Structural Parameters Estimated by the Curve-Fitting Analysis of in Situ Co K-Edge EXAFS Fourier Transforms at 0.4
and 1.0 V for the Pt3Co/C Catalysts and Related Co Compoundsa

sample (R factor%) shell CN R /nm ΔE0 /eV σ2 /10−5 nm2

(a) Co foil (Rf = 0.03%)b Co−Co 12.0 ± 0.3 0.250 ± 0.001 10.3 ± 0.3 6.4 ± 0.2
(b) CoO (Rf = 1.3%)c Co−O 6.5 ± 1.5 0.213 ± 0.002 15 ± 3 7.8 ± 0.2

Co−Co 12.5 ± 0.7 0.301 ± 0.001 11 ± 2 6.7
(c) as-received Pt3Co/C powder at 10 K (Rf = 0.04%)d Co−Co 3.4 ± 1.1 0.262 ± 0.003 8 ± 3 8.7 ± 0.3

Co−Pt 5.9 ± 1.5 0.268 ± 0.001 9 ± 2 2.6 ± 0.1
(d) Pt3Co/C MEA at 0.4 V (Rf = 1.9%)e Co−O 1.8 ± 0.9 0.203 ± 0.004 4 ± 7 5 ± 5

Co−Co 4.6 ± 1.5 0.262 6 ± 3 20.3
Co−Pt 5.4 ± 0.6 0.268 10 ± 1 5.8

(e) Pt3Co/C MEA at 1.0 V (Rf = 2.7%)e Co−O 1.3 ± 0.7 0.203 ± 0.003 9 ± 8 1 ± 4
Co−Co 4.9 ± 1.8 0.262 7 ± 4 20.3
Co−Pt 5.1 ± 0.7 0.268 10 ± 2 5.8

aSee Figure 6) (k = 30−120 nm−1. bR = 0.13−0.27 nm. cR = 0.10−0.31 nm. σ2 of Co−Co was fixed at the value when CN of Co−Co was 12.0. dR =
0.16−0.31 nm. eR = 0.10−0.31 nm. Rs of Co−Co and Co−Pt were fixed at the values of (c). σ2s of Co−Co and Co−Pt were fixed at the fitted
results of Pt−Co/C at 0.4 V.

Figure 7. (A) STEM image of Pt3Co/C extracted from the MEA after
in situ time-resolved XAFS measurements. (B) The line profile of Co
atom % for a Pt3Co alloy particle in (A) (dotted line) by EDS analysis.
d0 = 4.37 nm.
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transfer (ke1 and k′e1) were 1.84 ± 0.02 s−1 and 2.16 ± 0.01 s−1,
respectively, and those for slow electron transfer (ke2 and k′e2)
were 0.167 ± 0.001 s−1 and 0.259 ± 0.001 s−1, respectively.
They could not be fitted with only one exponential curve.
In contrast, the changes in charge density in Pt during the

voltage-cycling process (0.4 V → 1.0 V) could be fitted with
one exponential curve. Their rate constants (kPt and k′Pt) were
estimated to be 0.073 ± 0.001 s−1/0.14 ± 0.03 s−1. The charge
amplitudes in the fuel cell (in coulombs) and the Pt charge
density (in coulombs) were different from each other
(Supporting Information, Figure SI 9 (1)), and the latter was
much smaller than the former. These results are similar to those
of the Pt3Co/C catalyst.
The changes in CN for Pt−Pt and Pt−O were fitted with an

exponential curve, whose rate constants kPt−Pt, k′Pt−Pt, kPt−O, and
k′Pt−O were found to be 0.088 ± 0.008 s−1, 0.078 ± 0.009 s−1,
0.076 ± 0.009, and 0.11 ± 0.02 s−1, respectively (Supporting
Information, Table SI 6). ΔCN of Pt−Pt and Pt−O were 0.72
and 0.42, respectively. Accompanied by the decrease in the
ΔCN of Pt−Pt (= 0.72), oxygen penetrated into the subsurface
of the Pt particles at 1.0 V. The decrease in Pt−Pt CN to its
initial value at 0.4 V, indicating that the dissolution of Pt was
negligible at voltages of 0.4−1.0 V.
The rate constants were ordered as follows: ke1 (1.84 s

−1) ≫
ke2 (0.167 s−1) > kPt−Pt (0.088 s−1) ≈ kPt−O (0.076 s−1) ≈ kPt

(0.073 s−1) (0.4→ 1.0 V), and k′e1 (2.16 s
−1)≫ k′e2 (0.259 s

−1)
> k′Pt (0.14 s

−1) ≈ k′Pt−O (0.11 s−1) ≈ k′Pt−Pt (0.078 s
−1) (1.0 V

→ 0.4 V). Changes in the Pt−Pt bond distance were barely
observed (Supporting Information, Figure SI 9 (4)).

■ DISCUSSION
1. Structures of Pt3Co/C Alloy Catalysts. Pt and Co can

be alloyed at any Pt/Co compositions, and their packing
structures and metal−metal bond distances depend on the Pt/
Co composition.69,75 Co has an hcp structure, and Pt has an fcc
structure and PtxCo1‑x (x ≥ 0.25) alloys usually have fcc
structures. There is a linear relationship between the average
interatomic distance of M−M (M: Pt or Co) and the Co
composition x.69 The M−M distances of pure Pt and pure Co
are 0.2772 nm67 and 0.2506 nm,70 respectively, and average
M−M distances (average of Pt−Pt, Pt−Co, and Co−Co bond
distances) in PtxCo1‑x (0 < x < 1) are in the middle of them.
Although the average M−M distances depend on the
disordering of Pt and Co atoms in the alloys, the average
M−M distances of Pt3Co and PtCo alloys are generally 0.272
and 0.267 nm in fcc units, respectively (Supporting
Information, Table SI 2).69

The commercial Pt3Co/C precursor with Pt/Co atomic ratio
= 3/1 (as-received powder) is prepared by acid etching of
Pt1Co1 alloy nanoparticles; the material prepared in this way is

Figure 8. Proposed structural kinetics of the surface events on the (a) Pt3Co/C and (b) Pt/C cathode catalysts for the voltage cycling processes at
353 K. Each voltage-cycling process can be regarded to be reversible.
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reported to be Pt3Co alloy nanoparticles with a skeleton-type
structure.4 Indeed, the average M−M bond distance of the as-
received Pt3Co/C powder was estimated to be 0.270 nm by
XRD, which was almost consistent with the Co composition in
Pt3Co alloy (0.272 nm). On an MEA, the average M−M bond
distance (0.271 nm) was observed to be similar to that of the
powder. It has been reported that the aging procedure, which
entails repeated applications of increased current at decreased
cell potential in galvanostatic operation mode, causes
reconstruction of the surface of the skeleton-type Pt−Co
alloy particles and produces a Pt−Co alloy core with a Pt-rich
skin.4,37 A STEM line profile of a used MEA suggested the
formation of such a Pt-rich skin alloy particle, though the line
profile did not have atomic scale position resolution (Figure 7).
At 0.4 V, the Pt−Co alloy nanoparticles at the cathode seem

to be reduced to metallic states. The CN and average bond
distance of Pt−Pt in an MEA at 0.4 V was estimated to be 6.3 at
0.272 nm (Pt−Pt from Pt LIII-edge), which was shorter than
that of pure Pt (0.277 nm)67 and as long as that of Pt3Co alloy
from XRD pattern (0.272 nm);69 those of Pt−Co were
estimated to be 1.8 at 0.266 nm (Pt−Co from Pt LIII-edge) and
5.4 at 0.268 nm (Co−Pt from Co K-edge), whose bond
distances (0.266−0.268 nm) were similar to that of Pt1Co1
alloy from XRD (0.267 nm);69 that of Co−Co was estimated to
be 4.6 at 0.262 nm (Co−Co from Co K-edge), which was
longer than that of pure Co (0.251 nm)70 (Table 2, Supporting
Information, Tables SI 1 and SI 2). These bond distances
elucidated that these bonds were attributed to those in the Pt−
Co alloy particles and not in discrete Pt or Co particles and
agreed with the Pt-skin Pt−Co alloy structure proposed
before.14,36,48,75 The Pt−Co/Co−Pt bond distance implied
that the composition of the Pt−Co alloy core was similar to
PtCo alloy, and the average observed bond distance of Pt−Pt
(0.272 nm >0.267 nm (Pt−Co)) seemed to be obtained from
both the PtCo alloy core and the Pt-rich skin.
The longer Co−Co distance in the MEA (0.262 nm)

compared to that of pure Co (0.251 nm) indicated that discrete
metallic Co particles were negligible in the MEA and these
Co−Co bonds were attributed to those in the Pt−Co alloy
core. The negligible change at the Co K-edge with cell voltage
(Figure 6) implies that Co atoms at the core of the Pt−Co alloy
particle with the Pt-rich skin do not directly contribute the
ORR reaction on the surfaces of the Pt−Co alloy catalysts in
the voltage-cycling processes. These results are consistent with
the proposed Pt−Co alloy model with the Co-poor, Pt-rich
skin,14,36,48,75 as illustrated in Figure 8.
2. Structural Kinetics of the Surface Events on the

Pt3Co/C Cathode Catalyst for the Voltage-Cycling
Processes. Electrochemical analysis provides kinetics data
about electrochemical reactions; however, the structural
kinetics of metal catalysts for promoting electrochemical
reactions cannot be obtained by the conventional electro-
chemical analysis. XAFS is a useful technique for determining
the local coordination structures of metal catalysts under
operating conditions, which are often highly related to catalytic
performance. In situ time-resolved XAFS has been used to
study active heterogeneous catalysts under reaction condi-
tions.46−61 The ability of hard X-rays to penetrate solid
materials enables acquisition of the XAFS spectra of practical
metal catalysts in fuel cells under real operating conditions
where fuel and water are present.
At 0.4 V, the CN of Pt−O bonds were negligible on the

Pt3Co/C catalyst, and it was 0.39 at 1.0 V (Supporting

Information, Table SI 4). The observed CN of Pt−O suggests
that the surface of the Pt3Co nanoparticle (average diameter =
5.3 nm) was fully covered by oxygenated species at 1.0 V. The
decrease of 0.63 in CN (Supporting Information, Table SI 4) in
the Pt−Pt bond at 1.0 V was observed; the formation of the
oxygenated species breaks the Pt−Pt bonds at the surface of the
Pt-rich skin on the Pt−Co nanoparticles.
Oxygen species on the Pt catalyst surfaces at the cathode

have been investigated by DFT calculations,31−33,76 EC-
XPS,38,66 EIS,39,77 and XAFS,47−49 and several oxygen species
were reported including Pt−OHads, surface Pt−Oads, and Pt−O.
The formation of surface Pt−Oads and Pt−O would be
accompanied with the stretching or dissociation of Pt−Pt
bonds, and these oxygen species have been reported on
Pt(111) and polycrystalline surfaces.32,48,49 The shorter
distance of Pt−O at 0.205 nm than that of Pt−OH at 0.22
nm previously reported,48 and the decrease in the CN of Pt−Pt
bonds at 1.0 V observed by in situ XAFS analysis implied the
formation of surface Pt−Oads and Pt−O on the Pt-rich skin of
the Pt3Co alloy particles at 1.0 V.
We succeeded in determining the rate constants for the

surface events at the PEFC Pt3Co/C cathode catalyst by
operando time-resolved XAFS recorded every 500 ms. The rate
constants of the cathode surface events on the Pt3Co/C
cathode catalyst in the voltage-cycling processes were in the
following order (Figure 8):
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A significant difference was observed between fast electron
transfer and structural changes in the Pt3Co catalyst for the
voltage-cycling processes. The first electron transfer (ke1 and
k′e1) was probably caused by the formation of electric double
layers, and they were much faster than the rate constants of
subsequent reactions. In the voltage-cycling process (0.4 V →
1.0 V), the second electron transfer was probably related to the
catalyst surface events, and then Pt−Pt bond breaking,
changing in Pt charge density, and Pt−O bond formation
proceeded with similar reaction rates (Figure 8). The
differences between the rate constants of the latter three
processes were extremely small and the formation of the Pt−O
bonds may initiate the surface reactions accompanied by the
breaking of Pt−Pt bonds to give Pt at a higher oxidation state.
The reverse process (1.0 V → 0.4 V) also began with fast

electron transfer, and then the second electron transfer and Pt−
O bond breaking proceeded at similar rates. Pt−Pt bond
reformation and discharging reduction in Pt oxidation state had
similar rate constants to Pt−O bond breaking (Figure 8). Note
that there are time lags in the structural kinetics at the PEFC
Pt3Co/C cathode catalyst surface.
The constant value of the CN of Pt−Co bonds during the

voltage-cycling processes strongly suggests that Co atoms
negligibly contribute to catalyzing oxidation reactions at the
PEFC cathode. In the electrochemical reaction on the Pt3Co
alloy catalyst in a half-cell in 0.5 M H2SO4, similar behavior has
also been reported.48 Co species located at the core of the Pt−
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Co alloy particles could not react with oxygen and the oxidation
reaction proceeded on Pt at the Pt-rich skin surface of the
Pt3Co alloy particles, resulting in negligible changes in the Co
K-edge XANES and EXAFS spectra (Figure 6).
3. Effects of Adding Co to Pt in Structural Kinetics and

PEFC Performance. It has been proposed that the alloying of
Co to Pt weakens binding of oxygenated species on the alloy
particles and enhances intrinsic ORR activity.4−6,12−14,20−26

DFT calculations and XPS studies have indicated that the
energy level of the Pt d-band center is lowered by the addition
of Co to Pt.19,21,27−29,36 The red-shift of the Pt d-band center
agrees with the decrease in the intensity of Pt LIII-edge white-
line intensity on the Pt3Co catalyst (Figure 3 (A)).
We compared the reaction mechanism and structural kinetics

on the Pt3Co/C and Pt/C catalysts under similar fuel-cell
operating conditions. The orders of the rate constants for the
Pt/C catalyst without Co were as follows (Figure 8),

0.4 V → 1.0 V:
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The time lags in these rate constants for electron transfer and
structural changes were also observed for the Pt/C catalyst,
similarly to our previous study where different reaction
conditions were used.46 Electron transfer proceeded rapidly
and then the rate of structural changes of the Pt catalyst
gradually increased to the electron transfer rate. The order of
easiness for the voltage-operating process may be different from
that for the Pt3Co/C catalyst, but the difference in the three
events was small and thus could not be evaluated. However, the
reaction mechanism of these surface events appears similar to
that on the Pt-rich surface of a Pt−Co alloy nanoparticle.
It is to be noted that all the rate constants on the Pt3Co/C

catalyst were larger than the corresponding rate constants on
the Pt/C catalysts (Figure 8). During the 1.0 V → 0.4 V
process, for example, Pt−Pt bond breaking on the Pt3Co/C
catalyst was 1.5-fold to that on the Pt/C catalyst. The rate
constant of Pt−O bond breaking (k′Pt−O), which is highly
related to the ORR activity of the cathode catalyst, was about 4
times higher on Pt−Co/C (0.4 s−1) than on Pt/C (0.11 s−1).
There was also a significant difference in the rate constant of
Pt−Pt bond reformation (k′Pt−Pt), on Pt3Co/C (0.3 s−1) and
Pt/C (0.078 s−1), which may be relevant for realizing better
catalyst durability of the Pt3Co/C catalyst.
These higher reaction rates are thought to be closely related

to fuel-cell performance of the Pt3Co/C catalyst. In general, Pt
nanoparticle cathode catalysts in PEFCs are irreversibly
oxidized and gradually dissolve as a result of voltage cycling
under fuel-cell operating conditions.78 These phenomena occur
to a greater extent in air. The oxidative dissolution of the Pt
species and growth of Pt particles ultimately cause the
irreversible deactivation of the cathode catalyst, which is
among the most serious problems in PEFCs. For Pt3Co alloy
catalysts, theoretical and experimental studies have found that
surface O species on Pt3Co particles interfere with the further
oxidation of the alloy particles compared to Pt catalysts.32,48

The irreversible oxidation of the Pt catalysts depends on the
difference in rate between oxidation and reduction of the Pt
catalysts during voltage cycling.3,79 The oxidation of Pt
proceeds at 1.0 V, whereas the reverse reduction may proceed
slow and only partially on Pt catalysts without Co when cell
voltage is controlled to 0.4 V. The repeated cycling on oxidized
Pt species which could not be recovered causes extensive
dissolution of the Pt cathode catalyst.4,15,35 Although the CV in
Figure 2A suggests that the Pt3Co catalyst was more easily
reduced and less easily oxidized than the Pt catalyst without Co,
Pt3Co alloy systems facilitate reversible oxidation/reduction in
the voltage-cycling processes.13,21,25,26 The structural kinetics
determined from the in situ time-resolved XAFS in Figure 8
revealed that all the rate constants of the surface events on the
Pt3Co/C cathode catalyst were higher than those on Pt/C,
particularly the reduction steps involving Pt−O bond breaking.
Reversible redox cycles on Pt3Co alloys are suggested as a key
factor in the superior performance of Pt3Co alloy cathode
catalysts in PEFCs. Understanding of the fundamental issues of
the structural kinetics of the catalyst surface events by in situ
time-resolved XAFS establishes new boundaries for the
regulation and operation of fuel cells.

■ CONCLUSIONS

We acquired a series of in situ time-resolved QXAFS spectra for
PEFC Pt3Co/C and Pt/C cathode catalysts in a JARI single cell
at 500 ms intervals. The systematic analysis of the time-resolved
QXAFS spectra provided 10 rate constants of the dynamic
surface events on the Pt3Co/C catalyst in voltage-cycling
processes between 0.4 and 1.0 V. Redox reactions proceeded on
the surface of the Pt−Co alloy nanoparticles having a Pt-rich
skin, and a similar reaction mechanism was found for the
Pt3Co/C catalyst and the Pt/C catalyst. However, large
increases in these rate constants, particularly those for the
reduction processes of Pt−O bond breaking, Pt−Pt bond
reformation, and change in the charge density of Pt were
observed through addition of Co to Pt. The structural kinetics
of the catalyst transformations are suggested to be closely
related to the fuel-cell performance and high catalyst durability
of Pt3Co alloy catalyst.
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